
Joplin Valley Council Minutes 

February 6, 2019 

Laclede County Shrine Club 

Lebanon, MO. 
The meeting was called to order by our Valley Chairman Illustrious Brother Jim Hardy, 33°. An Opening 

Prayer was given by Brother Rick Johnston, 32° KCCH, and the Craft were led in the Pledge of Allegiance by 

Brother Charles Koonce, 32°. A motion made by Brother Kevin Ritter, 32° to approve the minutes of January 3, 

2019 as written, was seconded by Brother Ukiah Camp, 32° and carried by a vote of the Council. The Valley of 

Joplin Treasurer's report was given by Brother Rob Gephardt, 32° KCCH. He also presented the bills. Brother 

Gephardt then made a motion to receive the bills as presented. The motion was seconded by Brother Kevin Ritter, 

32° and carried by a vote of the Council. 

Illustrious Brother Jim Hardy, 33° then reminded the Valley Officers about the Officer's Meeting at Ozark 

Community Center on March 3rd and encouraged attendance. He also reminded them of the Spring Reunion. No 

further business appearing the Valley Council Meeting was closed in regular form by Illustrious Brother Jim 

Hardy, 33°. 

 

________________________________                            __________________________________ 

Valley Chairman                            Executive Secretary 

 

Joplin Lodge of Perfection Minutes 

February 6, 2019 

Laclede County Shrine Club 

Lebanon, MO. 
The Lodge of Perfection for the Valley of Joplin was opened in due form by Brother Chris Nickle, 32° 

KCCH for the Lodge of Perfection, Brother Jim Gilbert, 32° KCCH for the Rose Croix, Brother Kevin Ritter, 32°  

for the Knights Kadosh, and Brother Travis Schnelle, 32° KCCH for the Consistory. A motion made by Illustrious 

Brother David Collignon, 33° to approve the minutes of January 3, 2019 as written, seconded by Illustrious 

Brother Harry Guinn, 33°, was carried by a vote of the Lodge. A motion to pay the bills was made by Illustrious 

Brother David Collignon, 33°, seconded by Brother Illustrious Brother Harry Guinn, 33°, and was carried by a 

vote of the Lodge. 

Illustrious Brother Jim Hardy chose this time to make his report. First, Illustrious Brother Hardy reported 

on recent changes of law interpretation by the State of Missouri that requires building rentals by Fraternal 

organizations to charge sales tax. He outlined the many uses of buildings owned by Masonic Lodges, Scottish 

Rite Cathedrals, Shrine Clubs, and any other Fraternal buildings. He advised the interpretation has been through 

the courts and a Wedding Venue that was tried was charged $18,000.00 for not collecting sales tax. He advised 

ALL Fraternal organizations to obtain a sales tax number. Illustrious Brother Hardy then took many questions and 

provided guidance. He reported that he had distributed the information to all the other Valleys in Missouri as well 

as the Grand Secretary and the Grand Master. He asked that the information he provided to us be distributed to the 

Lodges in the Valley through the Ambassadors. Illustrious Brother Hardy proceeded to review preparations and 

solicit petitions for our Spring Grand Master's Reunion on March 15 and 16. He outlined the program and 

encouraged participation in the Friday Night, March 15, dinner that you must RSVP to attend. Contact Brother 

Chris Nickle, 32° KCCH for RSVP's by the Wednesday before the Reunion. Illustrious Brother Hardy then 

proceeded to install Brother Stephen Espinoza, 32° as the Joplin Council Knights Kadosh Orator. 

The Auditorium, Wardrobe, Class, Kitchen, and Dining Room Committees, all reported they were ready. 

The Auditorium reported they will hold a work day on February 16. The Wardrobe Committee reported the black 

dickies were being worked on by Arik Smith. Illustrious Brother Kent also requested a new Lieutenant for his 

27th Degree cast. Illustrious Brother Hardy reported the menu for the Reunion for the Kitchen Committee. 

Illustrious Brother David Collignon, 33°, encouraged signing up for the Annual Robert Burn's Dinner and 

reported on popcorn sales. He also reported that the new video for Rite Care promotion will be first presented at 

this Burn's Dinner. These will also be presented at future Reunions and other events. Brother Jim Gilbert, 32° 



KCCH reported on preparations admission price for the Gathering of the XVII event and solicited early RSVP's 

this time based on the expected guests. Brother Steve Eberharter, 33°, speaking for Speech and Language, 

advocated spreading the new Rite Care video around to help Rite Care funding and then he solicited applications 

to help children. Brother Steve Eberharter, 32° KCCH then made a report on membership and calling delinquent 

members. Brother Lee Shelton, 32° reported for the Ambassadors and distributed lists of Lodges without an 

Ambassador. He solicited new Ambassadors in those Lodges. Brother Gerald McCoy,32°, reporting for the 

Library/Archives Committee, announced Illustrious Brother Appleby is in the process of getting a new book. He 

also reported that ROTC Awards will be presented soon and he advised that Courts of Honor will soon be 

happening this Spring. 

A Brother to Brother Committee report was made by Brother Kevin Ritter, 32°. He announced he is 

working on Class surveys and has a draft of an online survey that will be ready for the Class of the March 

Reunion. For the Building Committee, Brother Tom Musgrove, 32° KCCH, advised that the building is a work in 

progress. The Technology Committee reported they were ready and asked to help diagnose a projector that is not 

working. For the $10/Month Club, Illustrious Brother Carlin Smittle, 33°, announced that Brother Wayne Beach, 

32° KCCH has moved out of the area and is no longer able to chair the Committee. He announced that he has 

taken the chair again. He reviewed the Club's beginnings,  announced the benefit to the Valley, and solicited 

membership. For VMAP, Brother Tom Ross, 32ۜ° KCCH, reported that we're in the early stages now and that 

everyone is involved in VMAP. He encouraged that anyone can work on it, just go to the scottishrite.org website 

to download the form. 

The Secretary in his report, announced an affiliation and twenty-one reinstatements since our last 

meeting. Illustrious Brother David Collignon, 33° made a motion that we accept the affiliation and reinstatements. 

The motion was seconded by Brother David Simmons, 32°, and carried by a vote of the Lodge. He announced one 

demission and one expulsion. The Secretary then read a list of deaths since our last meeting. The list included 

Brothers Perry M. Coley, Sr., and Maurice E. Mace. Our Lodge's Venerable Master, Brother Chris Nickle, 32° 

KCCH held a moment of silence for our departed Brothers. The Secretary announced a reunion degree schedule 

was ready and that he will email out this weekend. He reviewed a letter soliciting DeMolay Conclave 

sponsorships. A motion was made and seconded to purchase a $500.00 sponsorship. After discussion about the 

budget, the motion carried by a vote of the Lodge. In sickness and Distress it was reported that Brother Denis 

Anderson was diagnosed with pneumonia, Illustrious Brother Sid Rosenbaum had undergone a number of 

surgeries to fix his broken ankle, and Brother Eldon Cobb was very ill and on hospice care. Prayers were 

encouraged for all these Brethren. It was announced that Reunion Program Book updates needed to be into the 

Office by February 15 and that Honors Selection Recommendation Committee submissions were due on February 

15 as well. Illustrious Brother Harry Guinn, 33°, expressed his appreciation for all our prayers during his time of 

illness. 

Finally, the box of Fraternal Assistance was passed with a grateful acknowledgement from Illustrious 

Brother Dale Roller, 33°. With no further business appearing, the Lodge of Perfection was closed in due form by 

Venerable Master, Brother Chris Nickle, 32° KCCH, with peace and harmony prevailing. 

 

___________________________________                    ____________________________________ 

Lodge of Perfection Venerable Master                     Lodge of Perfection Secretary 


